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Births and Deaths— Registration of. (Chap. 20, Act Feb. 8, 1915; Chap. 85, Act 
Mar. 4, 1915; Chap. 164, Act Mar. 8, 1915.) 

Sections 4, 5, 13, 18, and 19 of chapter 109 ' of the public laws of 1913 were amended 
to read as follows: 

Sec. 4. That within 90 days after the taking effect of this act, or as soon thereafter 
as possible, the chairman of every board of county commissioners in the State of 
North Carolina shall appoint a local registrar of vital statistics for each township in 
his county, and the mayor of every incorporated town or city in .the State of North 
Carolina shall appoint a local registrar of vital statistics for his town or city, and the 
chairmen of the boards of county commissioners and the mayors of the cities or towns 
shall notify the State registrar, in writing, of the name and address of each local regis- 
trar so appointed. The term of office of each local registrar so appointed shall be 
four years, beginning with the first day of January of the year in which the local 
registrar is appointed, and until his successor has been appointed and has qualified, 
unless such office shall sooner become vacant by death, disqualification, operation of 
law, or other cause: Provided, That in cities where health officers or other officials 
are, in the judgment of the State board of health, conducting effective registration 
of births and deaths under local ordinances at the time of the taking effect of thi«> 
act, such officials may be appointed as registrars in and for such cities, and shall be 
subject to the rules and regulations of the State registrar, and to all the provisions 
of this act. Any vacancy occurring in the office of local registrar of vital statistics 
shall be filled for the unexpired term by a local registrar appointed by the same 
official who appointed the local registrar whose retirement creates the vacancy. Any 
chairman of a board of county commissioners or mayor of a city or town who appoints 
a local registrar to fill a vacancy in the office of local registrar shall notify the State 
registrar, in writing, of the name and address of the local registrar so appointed. At 
least 10 days before the expiration of the term of office of any such local registrar, 
his successor shall be appointed by the chairman of the board of county commis- 
sioners for the township local registration office, and by the mayor of the city or town 
for the town or city registration office. That each local registrar shall be a bona fide 
resident of the township, city, or precinct for which they are appointed and that 
removal from said township, city, or precinct shall terminate said office. 

Any local registrar who, in the judgment of the secretary of the State board of 
health, fails or neglects to discharge efficiently the duties of his office as laid down 
in this act, or who fails to make prompt and complete returns of all births and deaths, 
as required thereby, shall be forthwith removed from his office by the secretary of 
the State board of health and such other penalties may be imposed ae are provided 
under section 22 of this act. 

Each local registrar shall, immediately upon his acceptance of appointment as 
such, appoint a deputy, whose duty it shall be to act in his stead in case of absence, 
illness, or disability, and such deputy shall in writing accept such appointment and 
be subject to all rules and regulations g3verning local registrars. And when it may 
appear necessary for the convenience of the people in any rural district, the local 
registrar is hereby authorized, with the approval of the State registrar, to appoint 
one or more suitable persons to act as subregistrars, who shall be authorized to receive 
certificates and to issue burial or removal permits in and for such portions of the 
district as may be designated; and each subregistrar shall note on each certificate, 
over his signature, the date of filing, and shall forward all certificates to the local 
registrar of the district within 10 days, and in all cases before the third day of the 
following month: Provided, That each subregistrar shall be subject to the super- 
vision and control of the State registrar, and may be by him removed for neglect or 



' Eeprint No. 264 from the P. H. B. , p. 349. 



401 February 18, 1918 

failure to perform his duties in accordance with the provisions of this act or the rules 
and regulations of the State registrar, and he shall be subject to the same penalties 
for neglect of duties as the local registrar. 

Sbc. 5. That the body of any person whose death occurs in this State, or which 
shall be found dead therein shall not be interred, deposited in a vault or tomb, cre- 
mated or otherwise disposed of, or removed from or into any registration district, or be 
temporarily held pending further disposition more than 72 hours after death, unless 
a permit for a burial, removal, or other disposition thereof shall have been properly 
issued by the local registrar of the registration district in which the death occurred or 
the body was found. And no such burial or removal permit shall be issued by any 
registrar until a complete and satisfactory certificate of death has been filed with him 
as hereinafter provided: Provided, That when a dead body is transported into a regis- 
tration district in North Carolina for burial, the transit and removal permit issued in 
accordance with the law and health regulations of the place where the death occurred 
shall be accepted by the local registrar of the district into which the body has been 
transported for burial or other disposition as a basis upon which he may issue a local 
burial permit. He shall note upon the face of the burial permit the fact that it was a 
body shipped in for interment, and give the actual place of death; and no local regis- 
trar shall receive any fee for the issuance of burial or removal permits under this act 
other than the compensation provided in section 20. 

Sec. 13. That within 5 days after the date of each birth there shall be filed with 
the local registrar of the district in which the birth occurred a certificate of such birth, 
which certificate shall be upon the form adopted by the State board of health, with 
a view of procuring a full and accurate report with respect to each item of information 
enumerated in section 14 of this act. In each case where a physician, midwife, or 
person acting as midwife was in attendance upon the birth, it shall be the duty of such 
physician, midwife, or person acting as midwife to file in accordance herewith the" 
certificate herein contemplated. In each case where there was no physician, mid- 
wife, or person acting as midwife in attendance upon the birth, it shalf be the duty 
of the father or mother of the child, the householder or owner of the premises where 
the birth occurred, or the manager or superintendent of the public or private insti- 
tution where the birth occurred, each in the order named, within five days after the 
date of such birth, to report to the local registrar the fact of such birth. In such case, 
and in case the physician, midwife, or person acting as midwife in attendance upon the 
birth is unable, by diligent inquiry, to obtain any item or items of information con- 
templated in the section 14' of this act, it shall then bo the duty of the local registrar to 
secure from the person so reporting, or from any other person having the required 
knowledge, such information as will enable him to prepare the certificate of birth 
herein contemplated, and it shall be the duty of the person reporting the birth, or 
who may be interrogated in relation thereto, to answer correctly and to the best of 
his knowledge all questions put to him by the local registrar which may be calculated 
to elicit any information needed to make a complete record of the birth as contemplated 
by said section 14, and it shall be the duty of the informant, as to any statement made 
in accordance herewith, to verify such statement by his signature, when requested 
so to do by the local registrar. 

Sec. IS. That each local registrar shall supply blank forms of certificates to such 
persons as require them. Each local registrar shall carefully examine each certificate 
of birth or death when presented for record in order to ascertain whether or not it has 
been made out in accordance with the provisions of this a: t and the instructions of 
the 1 State registrar; and if any certificate of death is incomplete or unsatisfactory, it 
shall he his duty to call attention to the dei'e. ts in the return, and to withhold the 
burial or removal permit until such defects are corrected. All certificates, either of 
birth or of death, shall be written legibly, in durable black ink, and no certificate 
shall be held to be complete and correct that doe3 not supply all of the items of 
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information called for therein, or satisfactorily account for their omission. If the cer- 
tificate of death is propsrly executed and complete, he shall then issue a burial or 
removal permit to the undertaker: Provided, That in case the death occurred from 
some disease which is held by the State board of health to be infectious, contagious, or 
communicable and dangerous to the public health, no permit for the removal or 
other disposition of the body shall be issued by the registrar, except under such con- 
ditions as may be prescribed by the State board of health. If a certificate of birth is 
incomplete the local registrar shall immediately notify the informant, and require 
him to supply the missing items of information if they can be obtained. He shall 
number consecutively the certificates of birth and death, in two separate series, 
beginning with number one for the first birth and the first death in each calendar 
year, and sign his name as registrar in attest of the date of filing in his office. He shall 
also make a complete and accurate copy of each birth and each death certificate 
registered by him in a record book supplied by the State registrar, which record book 
the local registrar shall deposit with the register of deeds of the county not later than 
the 15th of January each year. And the register of deeds shall make and keep an 
index, the form of which shall be devised and supplied him by the State registrar, of 
the births and deaths that have occurred in the county, and these records shall be 
open at all times to official inspection. And he shall, on the 5th day of each month, 
transmit to the State registrar all original certificates registered by him for the pre- 
ceding month. And if no births or no deaths occurred in any month the local registrar 
shall on the 5th day of the following month, report that fact to the State registrar, 
on a card provided for such purpose. 

Sec. 19. That each local registrar shall be paid the sum of 25 cents for each birth 
certificate and each death certificate properly and completely made out and regis- 
tered with him, correctly recorded and promptly returned by him to the State regis- 
trar, as required by this act. And in case no births or deaths were registered during 
any month the local registrar shall be entitled to be paid the sum of 25 cents for each 
report to that effect, but only if such report be made promptly, as required by this 
act. All amounts payable to a local registrar under the provisions of this section 
shall be paid by the treasurer of the county in which the registration district is located, 
upon certification of the State registrar. And the State registrar shall certify every 
six months to the treasurers of the several counties the number of births and deaths 
properly registered, with the names of the local registrars and the amounts due each 
at the rates fixed herein: Provided, That the chairman of the board of county com- 
missioners of the several counties may have the right to make such agreements with 
the several local registrars and subregistrars as may be agreed upon between said 
chairman and the local registrars or subregistrars as to the compensation to be paid 
local registrars or subregistrars. 

Advertisements— Untrue, Deceptive, or Misleading, Prohibited. (Chap. 218, Act 

Mar. 9, 1915.) 

Section 1. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, corporation, or association, 
with intent to sell or in anywise to dispose of merchandise, securities, service, or any- 
thing offered by such person, firm, corporation, or association, directly or indirectly, 
to the public for sale or distribution, or with intent to increase the consumption thereof, 
or to induce the public in any manner to enter into any obligation relating thereto, or 
to acquire title thereto, or an interest therein, to make public, disseminate, circulate, 
or place before the public or cause directly or indirectly to be made, published, dis- 
seminated, circulated, or placed before the public in this State, in a newspaper or 
other publication, or in the form of a book, notice, handbill, poster, bill circular, 
pamphlet or letter, or any other way, an advertisement of any sort regarding mer- 
chandise, securities, service, or anything so offered to the public, which advertise- 
ment contains any assertion, representation, or statement of fact which is untrue, 



